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QUINNS BEACH — REPARATION 
Grievance 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler) [9.05 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Transport concerning the need for 
reparation of the erosion on the Quinns foreshore. I will open my grievance by saying that what we are hoping 
for from the minister this morning is for him to rise and say, “Member, go back to your community and tell them 
that in terms of reparation of Quinns foreshore, money will not be an issue; it has to be done and the government 
will stump up with the required funds to cover at least 50 per cent of the project.”  
I will take the house briefly through the history of this matter. About 30 years ago, Quinns Beach had about 60 
metres of sand in front of the primary dunes. We were told at a public meeting last night that from the edge of 
the road to the waterline there was a space of about 60 to 80 metres. Since the 1980s, there has been incredible 
erosion at Quinns. The beach shacks had to be removed, then the barbecue area was removed and the Frederick 
Stubbs Park on the beach was removed—these areas are all under water now. The residents noticed this 
happening from about the 1980s, concurrent, it seems, with the construction of the Mindarie Marina, although at 
the public meeting last night the Department of Transport said that no cause and effect could yet be linked 
between the two as there was no hard evidence that it was the marina that had caused the erosion. In early 2000 
to 2002, as a result of bad storms, there was incredible erosion of the beach. A report was commissioned by the 
City of Wanneroo from M.P. Rogers and Associates Pty Ltd on Quinns Beach, and it made a number of 
recommendations. It recommended either building a seawall to protect what was left of the sandhill that rises up 
to the road, or to build three headlands, or three groynes. The estimated cost of the works was just a little over 
$2 million. Very, very quickly and very smartly the Gallop government stumped up, in a tight budget situation, 
with $1 million, or 50 per cent of the funds, to put in what is called a groyne field, or three groynes, with the City 
of Wanneroo. This has somewhat held the line for several years. Sand accumulates to the north of the groynes, as 
we know from Cottesloe Beach. Some Liberal members sitting opposite will know that Cottesloe Beach is on the 
north side of the Cottesloe groyne and that the sand at the beach is protected. On the south side of Cottesloe 
groyne it is all rock and reef; it is still heavily eroded there, and always will be.  
In the September storms this year, a further 20 metres of beach and sand was lost south of groyne number one at 
Quinns Beach. An article on page 13 of The West Australian this morning shows that the playground has now 
gone. Not only has the beach gone, but also the erosion has attacked the sandhill. The trees fell into the ocean 
and the play equipment was also going in, so the council had to remove the play equipment. There is a 
photograph of three local residents in this morning’s paper, and I pay tribute to them. Sarah Hombsch, Natalie 
Sangalli and Kelly Lonsdale started up a Facebook page, which led to enormous community concern. Earlier this 
week I tabled a petition with 2 400 signatures highlighting community concern. Last night, Department of 
Transport officials were at the public meeting; namely, Li Fangjun, acting manager of coastal management, and 
Karl Ilich, project manager of coastal infrastructure, who both gave very detailed presentations. In fact, Ms 
Fangjun said, “You’d never build within 100 metres from the shoreline.” That did not impress some people who 
have just paid $1.5 million for a house. Nor did it impress the football legend, Bill Walker, who has lived on the 
front for 20 years. He gave me a very detailed account of the erosion pattern in the past 20 years—thanks, Bill!  

The fact of the matter is that these houses were 100 metres back. There were beach shacks down on the beach. 
Some 30 years ago, the government said that it wanted to clean up the beach. If residents removed their beach 
shacks, the government would enable subdivision on some of the blocks on top of the hill so that people could 
live there. The holiday owners retreated from the beach; they took their beach shacks down and moved up the 
hill. However, now all that land is gone. What is the solution? The Department of Transport said an urgent 
solution is required. This eroding sandhill has meant the playground has gone. There is only a short bit of 
vegetation, the path and the road. Can we believe this at Quinns beach? It is gone and it will never be replaced. 
What is the solution? Government officials have said, “Unless we sandbag this bank now, like we did at 
Watermans, one more storm and this will be up to the road.”  
We can argue about climate change and extreme weather events, but the Department of Transport officers said, 
“Whilst we’re not going to comment directly on climate change, we will say that we have had some 
extraordinary storm events.” The officials showed printouts arising from the storm events. One printout showed 
the readings from the wave buoy out at Rottnest. The three extraordinary storm events in September cleaned the 
beach out. The chart readings also showed an extreme storm event on 28 November last year. Ms Fangjun said 
that it was an extreme; if it were to be repeated late in the season this year with the bank in its current condition, 
the road would be under threat.  
The money has got to be found by the Minister for Transport, who is the Treasurer as well, but it must be found 
urgently. The beach now has rented fencing along the footpath so that people cannot fall over and get injured. 
Can we imagine what would happen in Cottesloe if they had put a rented fence up along Marine Parade to stop 
people falling off the footpath into danger? The money would be found to fix it. I am asking the Treasurer to 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 24 October 2013] 

 p5484a-5486a 
Mr John Quigley; Mr Troy Buswell 

 [2] 

send a message to my community that money will not be an issue now; it will be found so that these works will 
be undertaken urgently.  
MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.13 am]: I thank the member for Butler for raising 
the issue. We love to live on the coast in this state; no more so than in my hometown of Busselton. As I travel 
around the state, particularly across the south west, from Dongara south, coastal erosion is an issue that is often 
raised with me. It would be fair to say that sometimes it is a very difficult issue to manage. One of the reasons 
these difficulties arise is that, traditionally, the management of beachfront is the responsibility of the local 
government. We work through the Department of Transport to provide financial and technical support, but 
ultimately those works are generally conducted by the local government to protect local community assets.  
I cannot make the statement that money is no object; that would be grossly irresponsible of me because similar 
issues are happening or have occurred as a result, particularly of those September storms in a whole range of 
coastal areas around the state. We are working with local governments in all of those communities to try to 
protect assets. However, I acknowledge that the issue at Quinns beach has been occurring, according to my 
advice, since the 1970s. I have no doubt that champion Swan Districts footballer, Bill Walker, who is a fantastic 
person, could detail every inch of the movement of the coastline in that area. Interestingly, the member alluded 
to the wave measurement buoy that the Department of Transport has out at Rottnest. On 23 September, 
department officials recorded a 7.5-metre wave height. For members who may be interested, that is the twelfth 
highest wave height recorded in nearly 20 years of operation. It was a significant storm in terms of both wave 
amplitude and duration; for some four days there were successive storms, as I recall. That had a significant 
impact at Quinns beach; I think more than 10 metres of coast was lost.  

Mr J.R. Quigley: Nearly 20, minister!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The storms had a significant impact at C.Y. O’Connor Beach in Cockburn, where there 
has been significant erosion; Binningup Beach; Gnarabup Beach; the Bunbury cut, which has almost completely 
closed over; Port Gregory; Greenhead; and right up and down the coast. I cannot say to the people of Quinns that 
money is no object, because a whole range of communities have been impacted on.  

Mr J.R. Quigley: But minister, in those communities, the houses are not so close to the shoreline.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Well, let me finish. I am not prepared to say that money is no object. Given it was the 
member’s first and last question I thought I should deal with that first. However, it does not mean that I am not 
incredibly sympathetic to the plight of the people of Quinns Rocks. In my hometown I have stood with 
landowners and watched the road in front of their houses lifted up as the storm pushed up under the rock wall 
that was there to protect their homes. It was a horrific experience. For a planner or somebody to come along and 
say, “Well, you probably shouldn’t have built that close to the beach”, is not a very sensible argument, given the 
money spent to have a house on the beach. At some stage in the past, it was a sensible thing to do. I accept we 
have a responsibility to protect those homes, and the assets and infrastructure that support the community. I have 
absolutely no doubt about that. The state has a responsibility and the local government has a responsibility. As 
members are aware, the problem has been going on at Quinns for some time. There has been a close working 
relationship between the Department of Transport and the local council. That has led to a range of plans and 
investments over time. It would be fair to say that over time the approach to coastal management has changed. 
The member for Butler rightly pointed out that rock groynes were put in early in 2000. As I understand it, three 
rock groynes were put in. I am not entirely sure that would be the approach adopted nowadays. A range of other 
techniques are being used. Again in my hometown, we have had rock groynes, wooden groynes and sausage 
groynes. We now have sandbag groynes, which seem to work the best of all. However, recently the local 
government received a $50 000 grant, and then again last year, another 50 000. That has funded the studies to 
determine a suitable longer-term solution.  

My advice is that the Department of Transport and the city received those reports from the consultant coastal 
engineers in May this year. Comments were provided back in August and the process is almost complete. As the 
member pointed out, there is a need to do something quickly. As I understand it, the consultant involved is now 
completing the emergency seawall design, which will be a sandbagging–type exercise. Again, feedback from my 
part of the world is that the large sandbags seem to work very well. That is in a groyne situation; I am not sure 
about a rock wall protection. I cannot advise where the process is at. I also know that the City of Wanneroo has 
$2 million listed in its 2014–15 budget for coastal protection works at Quinns Rocks.  

I can commit to seeking advice from the department about where that process is at in terms of the design of the 
emergency protection with the emergency sandbag seawall design. There is some more engineering work that 
needs to happen besides that. I am happy to sit down with the City of Wanneroo to understand what we can do to 
support it bringing forward the money it has allocated in 2014–15 to support the protection of that coastline. I 
will follow that up as quickly as I can. I am happy to work with the City of Wanneroo on that matter.  
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I reflect on the last very important grievance of the member for Butler about the intersection at Flynn Drive and 
Wanneroo Road. A couple of weeks later, we went out to the City of Wanneroo and gave them a cheque. I drove 
past that intersection a couple of weeks ago and it still had not been upgraded. 

Mr J.R. Quigley: It hasn’t. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: My message to the City of Wanneroo is that the government is happy to work with it, but 
it needs to deliver on the agreements the government puts in place. 
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